
 

 
 

Page 1/2 
September 1, 2026 

TKMS AG & Co. KGaA  
represented by TKMS Management AG 
thyssenkrupp Allee 1, 45143 Essen, Deutschland  
Business address: Werftstraße 112–114, 24143 Kiel, Deutschland 
T: +49 431 700 0, F: +49 431 700 2312, www.tkmsgroup.com 
Supervisory Board (Chairman): Dr. Volkmar Dinstuhl 
Executive Board: Oliver Burkhard (Chairman), Paul Glaser, Dr. Andreas Görgen, Angelika Kambeck, Dr. Dirk Steinbrink 
Registered Office: Kiel, Commercial Register: Court of Kiel HRB 29481 KI 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
 
TKMS Successfully Delivers the Submarine “INS DRAKON” to the Israeli Navy 
and Continues Its Long-Standing Partnership 
 

 The third and final submarine of the HDW “Dolphin” class, equipped with 
AIP propulsion, has left Germany and is on its way to Israel. 

 With the completion of the “Dolphin AIP” program, TKMS underscores 
its ability to reliably execute complex naval projects.  

 The “DAKAR” class, which comprises a total of three submarines, marks 
the continuation of this long-standing partnership, and the next 
generation of submarines for the Israeli Navy is already being built. 
 

Kiel, September 1, 2026 – As part of their long-standing collaboration, TKMS 
and the Israeli Navy held a ceremony to bid farewell to the “INS DRAKON”: The 
submarine has successfully departed Kiel and is now on transit to Israel.  
 
The “INS DRAKON” is the third and final submarine of the HDW “Dolphin” class 
with AIP propulsion, one of the most complex submarine classes TKMS has ever 
built. With its departure, the “Dolphin AIP” program has been successfully 
completed. 
 
Oliver Burkhard, CEO of TKMS: “With the departure of the ‘INS DRAKON,’ we 
are successfully concluding a challenging program that was characterized over 
many years by trust, technological expertise, and shared responsibility. Israel is 
an important partner for us in the maritime sector. With the ‘DAKAR’ class, we 
are continuing our collaboration and demonstrating that TKMS not only 
develops complex naval programs but also reliably brings them to fruition.” 
 
In parallel with the completion of the “Dolphin AIP” program, work is progressing 
on the “DAKAR” class, the next generation of submarines for the Israeli Navy. 
Production of the first submarine in this class began several years ago. This 
marks the continuation of the long-standing partnership, which is continually 
evolving in line with the changing requirements of the maritime environment. 
 
TKMS and the Israeli Navy share a relationship that has grown over decades and 
has become an integral part of defense cooperation between Germany and 
Israel. Several generations of naval vessels for the Israeli Navy, including 
Dolphin-class submarines and Sa’ar 6-class corvettes, have already been built 
at the company’s shipyards. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tkmsgroup.com/
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About TKMS 
 
TKMS is one of the world’s leading naval companies with more than 9,700 
employees (including temporary workers) at three shipyards in Kiel, Wismar and 
Itajaí (Brazil), and with locations worldwide. The company is active as a systems 
supplier for submarines and naval surface vessels as well as for maritime 
electronics and security technologies. Around 3,700 employees work at the Kiel 
site, making it the largest shipyard location in Germany. 185 years of history and 
the constant striving for improvement allow the company to set new standards 
time and time again. TKMS offers its customers worldwide tailored solutions to 
meet the highly complex challenges of a changing world. The driving forces 
behind this innovative energy are the company’s employees, who shape the 
future of TKMS with passion and commitment every day. 
 

More information at: www.tkmsgroup.com 
 
 
Please note: The company “thyssenkrupp Marine Systems” has not existed 
since June 2025. The company underwent a global legal name change and is 
officially listed on the stock exchange as “TKMS AG & Co. KGaA.” The operating 
company is called “TKMS GmbH.”  
 
“TKMS” is neither an acronym nor a brand name, but rather the official company 
name. As of June 2025, all other designations are considered incorrect—both 
legally and in journalistic contexts. 
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