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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 
F127 project design well advanced following extensive customer 
requirements: TKMS and its partners offer wide-ranging capabilities in the 
areas of air defense and ballistic missile defense 
 

 Close exchange with BAAINBw, the Federal Ministry of Defense, and the 
German Navy on the further development of the MEKO® platform.  

 Platform size, costs, and technical design are consistently derived from 
the capabilities required by the customer. 

 90 percent of value will be created in Germany: shipbuilding, system 
integration, sensors, drives, electronics, and jobs. 

 If the contract is awarded soon, the first ship can be delivered by the mid-
2030s. 

  
Hamburg, September 1, 2026: A400 FC GmbH, the project company led by 
TKMS, has made significant progress on the design for the F127 air defense 
frigate. This was achieved in close collaboration with the Federal Ministry of 
Defense, the German Navy, the Federal Office of Defense Procurement 
(BAAINBw), and its industry partners. The design is based on the MEKO® A400 
design and addresses the customer’s wide-ranging strategic capability 
requirements for long-range air defense and ballistic missile defense (BMD). 
 
The F127 air defense frigate was designed to meet the customer’s needs and 
aligned with the ship’s particularly demanding capability profile. The military and 
technological demands defined by the contracting authority relate in particular 
to the capability to intercept ballistic missiles even outside the Earth’s 
atmosphere. As a sea-based platform, the F127 is designed to be deployed 
flexibly wherever air and missile defense is needed – to protect naval formations 
as well as to serve as a mobile component of NATO’s integrated air defense. 
  
Oliver Burkhard, CEO of TKMS: “In close collaboration with the BAAINBw, the 
Ministry of Defense, the Navy, and the other involved agencies, the F127 design 
has been significantly advanced. At our customer’s request, we have developed 
a solution that reliably meets the exacting requirements while taking into 
account industrial feasibility and an ambitious timeline. Together with our  
co-partner Rheinmetall in the A400 FC, we are bringing together the necessary 
capabilities for this technologically challenging naval project. Ninety percent of 
the value added would be generated in Germany: this includes shipbuilding, 
system integration, sensors, drives, electronics, and of course jobs. If the 
contract is awarded promptly, the first ship can be delivered by the mid-2030s.” 
  
The current size of the F127 is largely determined by updated customer 
requirements: Sensors, effectors, command and weapon control systems, as 
well as the necessary energy, space, and weight reserves, significantly 
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determine the platform’s current dimensions. The current F127 design is based 
on the proven MEKO® concept from TKMS and also takes into account the 
necessary potential for growth to accommodate the integration of future 
sensors, effectors, and other technologies. 
 
 
About TKMS 
 
TKMS is one of the world’s leading naval companies with more than 9,700 
employees (including temporary workers) at three shipyards in Kiel, Wismar and 
Itajaí (Brazil), and with locations worldwide. The company is active as a systems 
supplier for submarines and naval surface vessels as well as for maritime 
electronics and security technologies. Around 3,700 employees work at the Kiel 
site, making it the largest shipyard location in Germany. 185 years of history and 
the constant striving for improvement allow the company to set new standards 
time and time again. TKMS offers its customers worldwide tailored solutions to 
meet the highly complex challenges of a changing world. The driving forces 
behind this innovative energy are the company’s employees, who shape the 
future of TKMS with passion and commitment every day. 
 

More information at: www.tkmsgroup.com 
 
 
Please note: The company “thyssenkrupp Marine Systems” has not existed 
since June 2025. The company underwent a global legal name change and is 
officially listed on the stock exchange as “TKMS AG & Co. KGaA.” The operating 
company is called “TKMS GmbH.”  
 
“TKMS” is neither an acronym nor a brand name, but rather the official company 
name. As of June 2025, all other designations are considered incorrect—both 
legally and in journalistic contexts. 
  

http://www.tkmsgroup.com/
http://www.tkmsgroup.com/


 

 

Page 3/3 

TKMS AG & Co. KGaA  
represented by TKMS Management AG 
thyssenkrupp Allee 1, 45143 Essen, Deutschland  
Business address: Werftstraße 112–114, 24143 Kiel, Deutschland 
T: +49 431 700 0, F: +49 431 700 2312, www.tkmsgroup.com 
Supervisory Board (Chairman): Dr. Volkmar Dinstuhl 
Executive Board: Oliver Burkhard (Chairman), Paul Glaser, Dr. Andreas Görgen, Angelika Kambeck, Dr. Dirk Steinbrink 
Registered Office: Kiel, Commercial Register: Court of Kiel HRB 29481 KI 

 

 

Contact for media 
 
Stefan Ettwig 
Chief Communications Officer /  
Chief of Staff 
Phone: +49 172 249 0090 
stefan.ettwig@tkmsgroup.com   

Nils Beyer 
Vice President External &  
Internal Communications   
Phone: +49 174 1613 587 
nils.beyer@tkmsgroup.com 

  
  
Jacques R. Esser 
Senior Vice President Investor Relations 
Investor Relations Management 
Phone: +49 172 1012242 
jacques.esser@tkmsgroup.com 

James Gibbs 
Senior Financial  
Communications Manager  
Phone: +49 151 1668 1663 
james.gibbs@tkmsgroup.com 
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