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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 
TKMS and E3 Lithium Sign Teaming Agreement to Support Canada’s 
Submarine Program and Critical Minerals Supply 
  

 The Teaming Agreement establishes cooperation on research, 
technology transfer, and investment to support the Canadian Patrol 
Submarine Project (CPSP). 

 The Partnership would integrate Canada’s lithium resources into 
strategic applications, with potential supply to German and allied 
industrial customers. 

 The Agreement provides a framework for future international 
collaborations and export opportunities, aligning with Canada’s 
Industrial and Technological Benefits (ITB) policy.  

 
Kiel, April 8, 2026 – TKMS and E3 Lithium signed a Teaming Agreement to 
establish a strategic framework for cooperation in support of Canada’s future 
submarine capabilities under the Canadian Patrol Submarine Project (CPSP). 
 
The Teaming Agreement sets the stage for collaboration on research, 
technology transfer and investment initiatives of mutual interest. The 
cooperation aims to integrate Canadian critical minerals into the submarine 
supply chain, with potential benefits for both domestic industry and 
international export markets. 
 
“The CPSP represents a cornerstone of Canada’s naval capability, and critical 
minerals are essential to the technology that powers tomorrow’s submarines,” 
said Thomas Keupp, Chief Sales Officer at TKMS. “Through this agreement with 
E3 Lithium, we are not only securing access to a sustainable supply of lithium 
but also strengthening the industrial partnership between Germany and 
Canada. This cooperation reflects our shared commitment to innovation, 
sustainability, and long-term capability development.” 
 
Under the agreement, TKMS and E3 Lithium, a leader in Canada’s lithium sector 
with the country’s largest lithium resource, will explore opportunities to 
leverage Canada’s lithium production for strategic applications. E3’s Clearwater 
Project, a direct lithium extraction development, is expected to produce up to 
36,000 tonnes per year of battery-grade lithium at full capacity, supporting 
potential supply to German and allied industrial customers. 
 
E3 Lithium will bring its extensive expertise in lithium resource development, 
extraction technology, and processing, contributing to the creation of a robust 
supply chain that can support both Canada’s submarine program and potential 
international opportunities. 

http://www.tkmsgroup.com/
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“Partnering with TKMS allows us to connect Canada’s critical minerals industry 
with strategic global markets while supporting a transformative national 
defense program,” said Chris Doornbos, CEO at E3 Lithium. “This agreement is 
a strong step toward leveraging Canada’s lithium resources to create 
sustainable economic value, advance technology transfer, and strengthen 
industrial ties with Germany and allied nations.” 
 
The Teaming Agreement also provides a foundation for exploring further 
cooperation on international projects that incorporate critical minerals into 
advanced technology platforms, leveraging TKMS’s global naval portfolio and 
E3’s leadership in the Canadian lithium sector. 
 
  

http://www.tkmsgroup.com/
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About TKMS 
 
TKMS is one of the world’s leading naval companies with more than 9,100 
employees (including temporary workers) at three shipyards in Kiel, Wismar and 
Itajaí (Brazil), and with locations worldwide. The company is active as a systems 
supplier for submarines and naval surface vessels as well as for maritime 
electronics and security technologies. Around 3,300 employees work at the Kiel 
site, making it the largest shipyard location in Germany. 185 years of history and 
the constant striving for improvement allow the company to set new standards 
time and time again. TKMS offers its customers worldwide tailored solutions to 
meet the highly complex challenges of a changing world. The driving forces 
behind this innovative energy are the company’s employees, who shape the 
future of TKMS with passion and commitment every day. 
 

More information at: www.tkmsgroup.com 
 
About E3 Lithium 
 
E3 Lithium is a development company with a total of 21.2 million tonnes of 
lithium carbonate equivalent (LCE) Measured and Indicated1,2 as well as 0.3 Mt 
LCE Inferred mineral resources2 in Alberta. The Clearwater Pre-Feasibility 
Study outlined a 1.13 Mt LCE proven and probable mineral reserve with a pre-
tax NPV(8%) of USD 5.2 Billion with a 29.2% IRR and an after-tax NPV(8%) of 
USD 3.7 Billion with a 24.6% IRR. 
 
More information at: www.e3lithium.ca 
 
Click here for current footage material. 
  

http://www.tkmsgroup.com/
http://www.tkmsgroup.com/
http://www.e3lithium.ca/
http://www.tkmsgroup.com/
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Contact for media 
 
Stefan Ettwig 
Chief Communications Officer /  
Chief of Staff 
Phone: +49 172 249 0090 
stefan.ettwig@tkmsgroup.com   

Nils Beyer 
Vice President External &  
Internal Communications   
Phone: +49 174 1613 587 
nils.beyer@tkmsgroup.com 

  
  
Jacques R. Esser 
Senior Vice President Investor Relations 
Investor Relations Management 
Phone: +49 172 1012242 
jacques.esser@tkmsgroup.com 

James Gibbs 
Senior Financial  
Communications Manager  
Phone: +49 151 1668 1663 
james.gibbs@tkmsgroup.com 
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